EpiTor’s Note

Information

Sharing

fter more than 30 years as a con-
A crete contraclor, Charles Grillasi
could have easily plaved it safe. Atter
all, he was succeszful with his Con-
crete Innovations business in BulTalo,
MY, so there was no need to ruitle
any feathers.

Still, he thouprht the cmerging

nebworking all in one place made an
immediate impact on me,” he says.
“Oiver the past [0 years, the lech-
nology, eyuipment, and chemistry of
conorete processing—erinding, honing,
and polishing—has developed al an
amazing mle,” Griffasi explains. “Hold-
ing an educational conference where

conerete polishing
industry lacked
education and focus.
Su, he; his brother-
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experts can leach
all the different
areas that even the
simplest projects

HE [ EPUMLESHING

in-law, Michael Sawick: Tmcnh
Flamimgo, Sawick s business partuer,
and Griffasi’s son, Jason, decided to
wait no longer. ‘I'hey took it upon
themselves (o develop the Intertiational
Conerete Polishing and Staining Con-
ference. The inaugural event takes
place Sept. 4-7 at the Westim Adlanls
Morth, The organizers hope 1o stage it
Cvery year

I wrate in the last issuc {Spring
2008, page 7) aboul how impressed 1
was ot the thirst for knowledge | wit-
nessed at CoNCHETE SURFACES first
Conerete Polishing Luncheon and
Forum at World of Concrete in Janu-
ary, The event sold out, people were
turned away al the door, and every
minute of the program was filled with
dvnamic dialogue.

Apparcotly, I was onto something
because Griffasi also sees ripples in the
learning curve.

Griffast found something similar
when he went to a concrete countertop
conterence. “The value of having cduo-
calional scminars, vendors, experts, and

demand and where information is pre-
sented in a non-biaged, non-sales-driven
way is what this industry reguires if it
i5 o survive and expand.”

But unfortunately, there has heen
no independent conference Lo attend
and share ideas for contractors like
GirilTusi, who specialize in concrete
polishing. He explains the frustration
and expense of trial and coror methods
inan industry that is so new, many of
the specifications
and information
are contradictory
O NOn-existent.

So following
the formuls that
mteresting people,
shared 1deas, amd a
strong educational
conteént mixed
together yiclds groal
industey Unprove-
ment, Gritfasi
hopes to improve
the concrete polish-
ing and staining

confere

inform

expand.”
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"Halding an educalional
e where
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areas that even the simplest
urumt; demand and whe
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industry. “The goal of the conference is
simple,” he wld me. “Create a foram
where the participants become the
leaders and experts in an industry thal
is stll in ils infuney.™

Topics will include the basics of
concrete and concrete chemistry, cquip-
menl, abrasives, electrical equipment
requirements, repair, decorative tech-
niques. maintenance, coating remioval,
marketing and sales, amd an overview
of an entire job, Finally, a panel of
industry experts will be on stape
answer guestions (rom the audience,

Atlanta is very affordable venue
for the event. Tt's located in the
center of the polishing industry’s
strongest market, and after reviewing
the program Grittast and his team have
developed, | think you'll find your
time spent valuable in developing
vour business.

['hat’s why we agreed Lo have
CONCRETE SURFACES
be the official publi-
cation of the evenl
in September. Look
tor us there and for

a story on the confer-
ence in our Fall issue.
In the meantime. tum
to page 38 for Turther
details.

You also can visit
the cvienl's Wb site
at www, international
concretepalishingand
staimmgeon erenee.com
to learn more.
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An Industry in Search of a

onerele polishers can make the
‘ summur last a little longer, and

focus on their trade, with a trp to
Arlanta for the first International Con-
erete Polishing and Staining Conlerence
(ICPSC), Sept, 4-7,

It takes place at the Wesrin Atlanta
Perimeler North, less than a 30-minule
drive from downtown Atlanta. CONCRETE
Surraces is the official publication of this

Concrats polishing
contractors will

leam evenvthing
there fs fn know
about thalr craft at
the infernational
Goncrete Palishing
and Staining
Concrate Conterence,
Sapt. 4-7, In Atlanta.
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new gnoual event—the only forum of ils
kind dedicated specifically to the concrete
polishing industry.

[CPSC brings together concrete pol-
ishing and staining equipment, products,
and education all under one roof. Contrac-
tors, architects, and engineers will have
the chanee to immerse themselves in this
expanding segment of the concrere indus-
try during three full days of networking

Summer 2008 www.concratecaonstruction.net

opporiunitics and educational seminars,
The conference is nol afliliated with
any specific manufacturer or supplier. An
independent group of concrere polishing
conteaetors with more than 50 years of
combined business. construction, and pol-
ishing experience established the event.
Alfler realizing there was no cyent Lar-
geted for contractors such as themselves,
Charles Griffasi and the other conference
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Concrete polishing event kicks off in Atlanta.

organizers joined together with the goal to
create a venue at which industry profes-
sionals could learn lechniques, procedures,
and the latest industry technology, and dis-
cuss new issues and ideas.

Network and learn
Cri[Tasi, exhibitor registralions cool-
dinator and a concrete contractor for 30

years, explains their concept: “Invile cx-
perts to present the science and cnpineer-
ing of everything from the machinery,
chemistry, abrasives, and electrical require-
ments o implementation and maintenanee.
Have the vendors on hand to show what
is available to meet the attendees’ needs,
Put it in & beautiful venue in a thriving
city. And have everyvone network, leamn,
and begin to standardize what could he

The Westin Atlanta Perimeter
Narth will be the fub of activity for
concrata polishars, Sapt. 4-7.
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& huge, in-demand, preen, visually beau-
tilul product.”

A key part of the experience will be
the seminars, whera the industry’s leading
minds will cover lopies such as the hasics
of chemistry (densifiers, hardeners, stains,
dves), equipment (polishers, prinders, adzers,
vacuums ), abrasives (metal, resin, specially
pads), repairs (holes, cracks, spalling), dec-
orative techniques, coaring removal, and













